
Week 33 - Friday, May 12th, 2023

What’s Happening @ EMPS!

Rabbit and Bear Paws – The Way - FREE Family Event @ EMPS - Thursday, May 18th!

We are excited to offer this experience to our families
and look forward to seeing parents, caregivers and
children join us on the evening of May 18th! This
event supports our goals in our ongoing learning
about Indigenous perspectives, beliefs and ways of
doing things such that they are respected and valued.
We invite our community to participate and share in
this learning on Thursday, May 18th - 6:00 p.m.,
in-person at the school

In this interactive puppet theater called; Rabbit and
Bear Paws: The Way, we retell the story of how the
Turtle carries our world on her back and how the tiny
muskrat succeeds in giving all of us the greatest gift of
all. A place to call home, Turtle Island.

Grade 2 and 3 Families- We need your voice!
Every Student Counts Survey

As of Thursday afternoon, only 19% of our Grade 2 and 3
families had completed and submitted this survey. Your
voice is important and supports YRDSB and our school in
making decisions to support change and improvement.
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Please read the letter below shared with families by YRDSB Update about an extension to the survey
deadline:

Dear families,

As you may know, York Region District School Board is currently engaging students in the Every Student
Counts Survey.

On April 24, 2023, families received an email notifying them that the survey period is open. Families of
students in Kindergarten-Grade 3 will have now received an invitation letter from their school, which
includes a survey link and survey code to complete the survey at home.

We thank everyone who has already completed the survey. We have made the decision to extend the survey
deadline. If you have not yet completed the survey, please consider doing so by May 19, 2023. We
appreciate you taking the time to help us better understand our students and their experiences in school.

If you didn’t receive the survey invitation letter or have misplaced it, please contact your child’s school.

Jump Rope for Heart Event
Friday, May 19th!
Thank you to all families for their support with this community
fundraiser! We are moving towards our goal of $2000 and hope
to get there by this Friday! Go to the EMPS Jump Rope website to
make a donation.

Duane Gibson is coming to EMPS!!!

In supporting our goals in the area of Student Mental Health and
Well-being, we have invited Duane Gibson to give a presentation
to our Grade 4 - 8 class onMay 24th.

“D.O. Gibson is a Guinness World Record setting rapper, published
author and University graduate that has been inspiring hundreds of
thousands of youth since 2001. He set a Guinness World Record for
longest freestyle rap by rapping for 8 hours and 45 minutes. Gibson
has performed at over 1000 schools. He’s toured Canada, US, Asia,
Europe and had ten videos played on MuchMusic including one where
Drake made a cameo. Stay Driven is a one-hour assembly that
combines speaking with live performances to engage students while
delivering a solid message.” Stay Driven - About D.O.
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/research-services/every-student-counts-survey
https://www.cci-survey.ca/York/kto3/
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https://staydriven.com/about-d-o/
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Prayer Room @ EMPS:
In the YRDSB, we are committed to provide equitable and inclusive spaces for
all of our learners and one of our goals is to “dedicate respectful spaces for
prayer, smudging, devotion or meditation activities for students…” At Elder’s
Mills, the Prayer Space is in the Conference Room. Students who wish to have
time for individual prayer may come to the Prayer Room between 1:35 - 1:50.
We ask that they have attendance taken by their teacher first prior to leaving
the classroom. We invite families to connect with your child’s teacher to discuss
accommodations.

Keeping busy at
recess and lunch:

Thank you to our
teachers for
volunteering their
time to provide
activities for our
students over the
course of the week.
Here is another
example of what is
happening at Elder’s
Mills:
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More from the School Council…..

Staff Appreciation:

● Breakfast Bonanza: Let’s Celebrate our EMPS Staff
○ Wednesday June 14, 2023 at 9am in the Staff

Lounge
○ Our EMPS staff work tirelessly to provide the best

education to our children, and it's time to show
them our appreciation! We're hosting a special
brunch just for them, filled with delicious treats
donated by our wonderful parents. Let's come
together to make this event a memorable one for
them!

○ Parents, we need your help! Please visit our live Google document using the link
provided below to let us know which items you can donate towards. We are counting
on your generosity to provide our staff at EMPS with a variety of yummy dishes,
pastries, and drinks based on the items on the list.

○ Live Google Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kmfoue0BkITZyMVymg_nm8rIwFlX_ycpkdfTT
iIZJa0/edit?usp=sharing

○ Instructions for Donations:
■ To donate towards this breakfast event, please follow the steps below:

● Click on the live Google document link provided below.
● Choose the item(s) you would like to donate from the list.
● Enter your name and the quantity of item(s) you will donate.
● Purchases of food items can be dropped off at the school officeON

Tuesday June 13th, 2023 .
● Purchases of non-food items can be dropped off any time BEFORE

Tuesday June 13th, 2023.

Student Mental Health and Addictions Newsletter - June 2023

Stepping into Summer: In this edition we will focus on reflecting on the past year
and all that we’ve achieved and experienced. We will also be looking at what’s to
come this summer, including resources and activities that families can take part in.
We invite you to reflect on the memories you’ve made, your successes, and the
goals you have achieved. We encourage you to acknowledge that despite
challenges and adversities you may have experienced, you have persevered. As one
chapter comes to an end, a new one awaits its beginning.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kmfoue0BkITZyMVymg_nm8rIwFlX_ycpkdfTTiIZJa0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kmfoue0BkITZyMVymg_nm8rIwFlX_ycpkdfTTiIZJa0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/node/3677
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York Region - Recreation - Free or Subsidized:
Free and/or Subsidized Recreation, Sport Programs, Summer and Overnight Camps For Children and
Youth ages 4-18 whose families participate in one of the following:
○Ontario Works ○Ontario Disability Support Program ○ Assistance for
Children with Severe Disabilities ○ Rent Subsidy (including STAR and Ontario
Housing Benefit) ○ Child Care Fee Subsidy (income below $36,000)

Some programs are only eligible to families in York Region Housing
Communities ○ Housing York Inc. ○ Non-Profit Housing ○ Cooperative Housing

For More Program Information and Eligibility: Call Access York at
1-877-464-9675 or visit york.ca/recreationsubsidies

MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

EMPS IS A FRAGRANCE AND SCENT-FREE ZONE

Staff, students and all other persons who are invited to or who work on Board property
are asked to be considerate of those who are sensitive to fragrant chemicals by
voluntarily refraining from chemical-based scented products and replacing them with
unscented alternatives. This will reduce the use of fragranced products in our
environment.

We have staff and students at Elder’s Mills who have respiratory issues such as asthma, allergies and
bronchitis. Their reactions to chemicals from scents and fragrances can be more frequent,
uncomfortable and intensified in warmer weather. Your attention and consideration of this is
appreciated.

Changing your child’s end of day dismissal routine?
Please ensure you inform your child’s teacher and the office staff if you are changing your child’s
regular pick up routine for the afternoon or for longer. Please call the office by 2:15 p.m. to advise
them of any changes. We remind our families that students will not be called down to the office after
3:00 p.m.
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Are you moving?
Please let us know if you are planning to move. This information helps us immensely
when planning for next year. Please notify the school office as soon as possible by
sending an email to elders.mills.ps@yrdsb.ca

Planning an extended absence or vacation?
Please let the school know by sending an email to elders.mill.ps@yrdsb.ca. Families must
communicate extended absences in writing.

Spirit Wear

Students, Families & Friends have an opportunity to soar with their fellow Eagles!!!
Spirit Wear such as hoodies, t-shirts, sweatpants and caps will all be available to order
for all. Create and share memories with purchases available from now until June 1.
Deliveries will be made to Elder’s Mills every 2 - 3 weeks and sent home with students.
All proceeds will fund school enhancements and programs. Shop online by following
this link: https://stores.inksoft.com/eldersmills/shop/home

On the Horizon….

May
17 Grade 4s to Forest of Reading Festival
18 School Council Family evening event - Rabbit & Bear Paws
puppet theatre
19 Jump Rope for Heart Event
19 Student vs Teacher Volleyball
22 School Closed - Victoria Day Holiday
24 Duane Gibson - Presentation to Grades 4 - 8
25 EMPS Track and Field DayGrades 4 - 8
29- Track and Field Rain date

June
1 - 8- Book Fair
1 Spring Fair
2 PA Day - School Closed for students
13 - Girls Soccer Area Tournament
14 - Boys Soccer Area Tournament
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15 - Student Showcase Grades
21 or 22 - SAVE THE DATE - Primary showcase (daytime event)

To all of the mothers and women who hold this space in our lives, we wish you a Happy Mother’s Day!

We wish our students and our families a very happy weekend!

Eugenia Korinis Omari White
Principal Vice-Principal
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